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OFFICIAL OPENING OF RFPB QUARTERLY MEETING 

RFPB Chairman, MajGen Arnold Punaro, USMCR (Ret) opened the meeting, November 29, 2011 at 
0815 and made the following remarks:  
 “The Designated Federal Officer has pre-approved the opening of this meeting, its agenda, and 

is currently present.” 
 “ Today the Board meets to receive inputs from the Chiefs of each Reserve Component as well as 

from the Chief of the National Guard Bureau regarding their views on issues of top concern to 
them.  These presentations will provide critically important information to each of our 
subcommittees as they begin their work of developing recommendations for the Secretary of 
Defense regarding the Reserve Forces of our Nation.” 
 

PRESENTATION OF AWARD 
0830 – 0845.  Chairman Punaro introduced LtGen Stenner, USAFR, who then presented the 
Distinguished Service Medal to Maj Gen James N. Stewart, USAFR.  Photographs were taken by Ms. 
Eboni Myart. 
 

NEW MEMBERS OATH OF OFFICE 
0845 – 0850.  Chairman Punaro introduced Ms. Annette Hamm-Brown, Executive & Political Personnel, 
Human Resources Division, who administered the oath of office to General John W. Handy, USAF (Ret), 
the newest member of the Board.  Photographs were taken by Ms. Eboni Myart. 
 

GROUP PHOTO 
0850 – 0900.  Board members and guest speakers had a group photo taken by Ms. Eboni Myart. 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS 
0900.  Chairman Punaro welcomed the attendees to the first official meeting of the newly independent 
RFPB. 
 “The restructured Board is now in a statutory position to go directly to the Secretary of Defense 

versus through the normal bureaucracy.” 
 The Chairman emphasized that the RFPB’s future focus should concentrate on ensuring that 

current operational Guard and Reserve capabilities are not lost as we draw down from war and 
face stark budget realities.  Having examined previous draw down of forces since the Korean 
War, each cut has ranged from 30 to 35% of the force.  Currently, the projected cuts during our 
present draw down appear to be approximately 31%. 

 “In light of these cuts, the RFPB must focus on issues that are relevant and the goal is to become 
an asset to senior decision makers.” 

 The RFPB will be organized into subcommittees, which will focus on six areas of emphasis: 
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